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ASSESSING CLIMATE PROTECTION PERFORMANCE:
G20 COUNTRY PROFILE

United Kingdom

This Country Profile assesses the United Kingdom’s past and present actions
to help mitigate climate change, and its Intended Nationally Determined
Contribution (INDC) towards future global action. The profile summarises the
respective findings of the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI)' and
Climate Action Tracker (CAT)2.

COUNTRY CHARACTERISTICS

KEY INDICATORS*

Population [million] 63
GDP per capita (PPP) [US$] 32,473
Share of global GHG emissions 1.2%
Share of global GDP 2.5%
Share of global population 0.9%
GHG per capita [t COye/cap] 9.1
Energy intensity of the economy (TPES/GDP [MJ/US$]) 3.9
Carbon intensity of energy supply (CO,/TPES [t CO,/TJ]) 56.8
Carbon intensity of the economy (CO,/GDP [kg CO,/US$]) 0.22
Share of fossil fuels in primary energy supply 85.2%
Share of coal in electricity production 40.0%
Share of renewables in primary energy supply 4.4%
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DECARBONISATION

RENEWABLE ENERGY
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ENERGY- AND CARBON INTENSITY

Climate Change Performance Index is jointly published by Germanwatch and
Climate Action Network Europe, a coalition of over 120 member organizations.
The Index is 80% based on objective indicators of emissions trend and level,
renewable energies and energy efficiency and 20% on national and interna-
tional climate policy assessments by more than 300 experts from the respective
countries. www.germanwatch.org/en/ccpi

Climate Action Tracker is an independent scientific analysis produced by four
research organizations: Climate Analytics, Ecofys, the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Studies and the NewClimate Institute.
www.climateactiontracker.org

Another indicator is energy efficiency. However, energy efficiency is complex to
measure, requiring a sector by sector analysis, where comparable data sources
across G20 countries are not available at present.
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CLIMATE POLICY PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF RECENT CLIMATE POLICY
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COMPATIBILITY OF NATIONAL CLIMATE TARGETS WITH 2°C

Emissions Mt C0, eq.

2000 2010

Historical emissions, excl. forestry INDC

Historical emissions/removals from forestry Kyoto emissions allowances (CAT assessment)
Current policy projections (CAT assessment) Kyoto targets (QELROS) (CAT assessment)
2020 pledge unconditional/conditional Longer-term pathway (CAT assessment)
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